Changes and significance of circulating hepatocellular carcinoma cells in recurrent hepatocellular carcinoma patients after combined treatment.
To study the changes and significance of circulating hepatocellular carcinoma cells in recurrent hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) patients after combined treatment of transarterial chemo-embolization(TACE) and percutaneous ethanol injection(PEI). We detected 19 blood samples from the recurrent HCC patients by nested RT-PCR to find out AFP mRNA before and after the treatment. There were 7 patients with AFP mRNA positive before treatment (36.8%), and none of patients with AFP mRNA positive after treatment. Combined treatment of TACE and PEI can effectively eliminate circulating hepatocellular carcinoma cells and thereby prevent metastasis and recurrence of HCC.